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Scientific name: Manihot esculenta

Common name(s): cassava, tapioca

Name as shown in Phylogenes: cassava

Ploidy: diploid

Description:

Manihot esculenta (cassava) is a perennial woody shrub with edible 
starchy root. It feeds more than half billion people and is a staple crop in 
Africa. Cassava was domesticated over 6000 years ago by native 
Amazonian peoples and is now grown in tropical regions worldwide. It is 
commonly clonally propagated, using stem cuttings when the mother 
plant is 8-12 months old.

Cassava is a high yield and drought tolerant crop, however poor in 
protein content and susceptible to diseases. Cassava breeding is mainly 
focused on disease resistance and yield increase.
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